'I"L-'..L-ZI-H"*" bﬁ"bh:'-?-'ﬂ. }ILLa,_- I;,';.—_, P'F E'...:--_-_f

H‘%_
o
7
A s

In the blography celled "Charles F. Coffin, Cuaker Pioneer", there ie
an account of the firet meeting of Friends in Chicago. There it ie related
. how Charles F. Coffin csme up from Richmond, Indiana in early Morch with his
vife, Fhoda M. Coffin, and another Friend, Elizabeth L. Comstock; &ll of them
with a concern to visit the misersble encamoment of Confederate prisoners on
? the drafty shores of Lake Michigan, sbout vhere the Douglas monument now stands
! at 36th Street. They felt also = cesire for m mesting of Friends, and in
response to this desire & called meeting wes held First Day, Third Month 6&th,
attended by members of all brenches of the torn Soclety. £ little later Ellsa-
bath Comstock returned to Chieapo and spent the greater nart of a year thore
sontinuing the work for which sheo was woll kmowm in -ublie institutions,
prisons, and asong the destitute; ond slso loboring among Friends.
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Due nerhaps to her interect and afforts the neeting was continued. Chiecago
= Monthly Meeting »as organired Fourth Honth 17, 1867, under the orthodox branch
,E of Friends. The nuarterly mcetlng wan Ash Grove Cuarterly dreting, =hich was

too rural a name to last; in 1831 it became the Chicago (marterly Weeting,Yas
it is todasy, /A short historical steteh of the meoting Trom that time un®il

had been written and probably lics with Books 1 snd 2 of the Monthly Meeting

in safe deposit, in care of Testorn Yearly Meeting), but we have becn unable
H_H%ﬂﬂt nov. / AAGMEr aketeh covering the perisd from 1834 to
1906 was projared by Joslsh Simns, Bdward Watson Jones and Fowell B. Hill,
thres sturdy pillars of the cwall mectine, ond is to be found on page 243 of
Book 3; and it is probable that snother copy is deposited with the earliar
history in Book 2.

; Logieally, therefore, this present account should begin with 1906, but
since it seems advisable to set down a rathar more elaborate acecount than the
ree last-named historians wrote, and also since it 15 a mettor of convenience

mike the chapters of this story correspond to the books of the Honthly
records from which our information is chiefly drevn, we shaell retrace

their steps to Seventh Month 20, 1898.
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The clerks of the Monthly Meeting, by vhose Judgment and labor our material
has largely collected were: -

Fdward Vatsom Jonos

Abble S, Hil1l ™

E. Marshall Simmé.

Frank 7, Ault

Helen D. Hill B Y
Adn G, Rettles .
Charles €. Hubbard |
Marthe H. Qriffith- /afe af]—*"
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Hiastory of the Friends

During the yeer vhen tho last pages of Volune 2 of the Nonthly Meeting
records were being filled, the meoting was moving from itc former situation
at 216 Faat 26th Strect, where it hsd beon held since 1867, to the new building
at 4417 Indiana Avepue, wherc our mestings ave now held. The locetion was
in an axcellent residence district as the former one had beon in its time,
end it is cuite likely that in selocting it the meeting hoped to be permsnently
sottled in & city that had alroady grown about as large ns could be expected.

The new meeting-house wrs dedicated Fourth domth 3rd, 1498, and the chief
speakers of the hapyy occasion were President Joseph John Mille of Sarlham
College and Thomag Brown, Yeerly Me-ting Puperint:undent. The lot and building
togather hud cost {16,620.00, no inconsiderable sum for a memberzhin of less
thon two hmmdred to underteir without outelde help, but the debt was lisuldated

in 1902, four yearr latar.

The Ladies Social and Aid Soclety were strenuocusly occupled that year, not
only in the benevolent project of ocutfitting city boys for a trlp to the coun-
try, but in earmning and reising monesy for the furniching for the nev mectdng-
housa. Let us add at onee that this instence wma the wexeeption that nproves
the rule. Almost alone mmong slailar sooieties, ours tume it? benevolent
impulses outvard to needicr situstions, rather tion inward to the material
benafit of our merting, but itr unselfish spiritusl harvest has been for the

good of mll.

The clerk of the Monthly deeting may be imagined & buying the nocessery
new blank book that wam to be Volume ? of these recorde with a certain sober
plessure in having a new book to go with the ncw mectlng-house. The building
was pot the conventionel plein Friends' meebing-hourze, but its grey stone snd
pleazent yellow windows were #till in keeping with (uakerly idea= of simplicity,
solidity end pood taste. Ite little kitchon wa2 & modern idea, and of
constant use to a membership ~hich =as then aoc now, widely scattered, end in
peed of loaves and fighes when it assembled. If the mesting could then have
snticipated with vhat enthusiasm and in vhat numbers we now meet and dine to-
gether; doubtlees the kltchen would have been built larger.

Chicago Meeting has been favored with an unusual number of recorded
mninisters in its mcobership. B8ix ministers were in the meeting et the time the
new bullding was opened; this out of a total membership of 134. lhile we are
reriting statintics, lat us record the fact that 37 of these members werc non-
resident, a fipure that has a constant tendency to inerssse ~ith the charactor-
ietic shift of the population of Chiesgo. The enrollsent of the Bible school
was 97, the average attendance 56. The treasurer's aceounts show that
£567.46 waa spent on the affairs of the meeting for the year, of whieh £74.738
went to the Yearly Meeting as our mssipned portion of its "stock™, The buying
power of a dollar, it should be remembored for ournoses of comparisomn, waa
nbout twles as mich as it is now.

This was the summner of thc Spanish=Americsn var, but bryond recognizing
that & military exeltoment was abroad, nothing seets to have been done in the
matter. Two possibilities soom to hoave bemn oorm 8t the tise! one waa to
distribute tracts, end the comaittee on pesce and literature renortsd that
unfortunataly they had nome; the othar was the nrercning of rermons, and two
ssrmons by Willism O. Hubberd, & Frimnd from the Anoricsn Peace Soclety, were
mentioned prosumsbly oddressed Lo & non-militarr sudirnce of Friomda, In en
unofficiel capacity some Chicago Friemds werc interested in the Chicago Peace
Socibty; Elma Fulghum, a Friend; was secretary of the society for m time,
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History of the Friemds

The next year signatures wera eecured to a nomorial to be rent to the
Czar of fussia "commending hlg course an digavarment and rrbitretion.” This
was at the time of foundinpg the Hepue trilumol for the cettlement of Inter-
national ¢ifficulties. Four vears later the committee undertook to co-oncrate
with & eitr orgsnization afwocating arbltration for internetional difficulties;
this aerns to have involved nothing but the upnual nayaent of A small fee. The
annual effort of the comuittes wet chisfly to eollect teo hundred sounde of
reading matt=r to be remt to orifoners, and to distribute trects to our om
meeting.

Tha anxiety of the agcting for sniritusl growth 1s s long an” veried story.
In 1399, the venr aftsr the mestinpg-houve vas onened, John L. Eittrell beld
teo saries of acetings there, of thr-e erks furation ecch; sn! nine conversions
and four renswals; vith eix aceserlons 4o tie se-ting ar- recordad. The tone
of this repart 18 of the revival neeting type comion at the tine; it doos not
oerur agein in roite the ssan accopted wmay. FRobert L. Kelly, thon a atudmnt
at the University of Chieago, sinee oresieat of Ferlhaa College, and now
Secretary of tho Counell of Church Boarce of Fducation, was raked to a'drrss
the meeting every otlicr work, to br neid sugh sums as Fricende mipht care o
pubseribe. Thie may indicotc thet some Friemda dicd mot eare o subperibe at
all, or that the mrobership was in genorel hard nreosed to nay ite Yuilding

dabt.

In &irxth donth of 1200 & snecial aceting vas held to dlpcuse o vital
muestion that nevor seems to stay sneversc: "How wmay we mec our om chuarch
more effective for pood to our membershin snd our imeecdists neishbars?"™ It
wag fugrested that the vhole body of the mesting chould srercice hospltalityr
1o strengers an’ “"those we wieh to influmer." More attontion, theoy thourht,
ghould be maic to msle, nresumsbly far the ra':r of tic young peonle; end on
the other hand, ysunger armbers should mak~ en effort to ettend all mestinge
and tak« part in then. Therc wes & fo-ling of the aced of an "organizer®,
eo-called, one who would naturelly "be a nastor, but a shepherd rather then a
sreachsr, or as well ag & areachrr. Thor: ig," the~ geld, "ang-r of & nastor
in the nodern gease of tas worl, rendering our mastines moroc foruel, curteiling
liberty, and roprossing the pifts of others,®

The report of the Chiecago loecal mosting of ainistry sod avereicht, -vittmn
by Bdward Wetsom Jones in 1704, is fo +-L1 nut end so ty-ierl of the state of
the meeting throuph the mntir . s:'riod of fourtren y.ore ith vhieh ve are dealing
that it iz hers insertod.

e now heve a totel membership of 277. Of thess 51 live in other stat-s
end territories, 8 live in otn'r narts of Illinois, 25 live in Chicago suburba,
end wo have no knowledge of the location of 8 others. This ie a totel of 91
non-resident mambers; 46, whozc hoaes ar- In Uhiesgo, rercly, most of them
never, attmmd ocur meeting or ronder eny fuqsort to our work. Therofore of our
237 members, but one bundred are in tne srectice of Bttending our seetings
regularly end can be considero® rr roslly active and upeful emberz, PBfforts
have been made to locate and comwuniente with every member, either in pereon or
by letter, but we have beon unsucocssful in mony car-~z. Our sctive nembers
give many evidences of unriphtness of eharacter and loyalty to Cariet an® our
Church. A1l of our mectinge are creditably hold, the ministry is sound and
adapted to our needs, and it is anmorent that eriritual gifts are being
bestowed on some who are recorded as miniaters,®

.
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_There exiated in 1900 a thoroughly live Christinn Fadeavor Soclety, of
such size that it was divided Intn three graces of Jifferent ares. Through
thies socclety the chief channel of experinentation of the meoting came. In
1701 meotings were held by “illism Hobpon and his edfe, of Fogland, for ten
deys, and Elbert Russell vas esneclally nsked to speak at Quarterly Meeting.
Considerably more interest seems to have been roured by the monthly evening
meetings held under the auspices of the Christisn fndesvor to resd napers on
historical Cueker cheracters, nnd doctrinal eubjects ranging from "The
futhenticity an’ futhoritr of the Bible" to "Simnllielty in Dress and Address,?
The inactive committee on Perce and Mtersture gave itr urnnroval to the prosenta-
tion here of a paper on Friends' attitude toward war. Weetings vere held by
the Christian Endeavor thrt yeer in which winisters from other Jenominations
cochérated. Glrls from the Demconess Training School wore engeged to wisit
the neighborhood and ecpecially encourngs attondanece st these mectings. During
Eighth donth and Ninth Honth of 1901 the Chriztisn Pndeaver conducted apen alr
maetinge on First Day afternoons in conjupction with the C.E. Soclaty from
the Sixth Presbyterian Church, "with good results", the report states. Meetings
wers held again noxt summer at the same plave, 43rd and State Streets, cooper-
ating with snother Christian Pndesvor Society. There were two saloona on the
corners, and tho nelghborhood was not congenial, but the older peonle went slong,
to help if necessary, and urually an exvericnecd Pdesver worker from outeide,
came to speak, After tho mseeting the sudience thet hed bemn collected wes
Invited to go over to the meetinghous: for the eveaing service.

deetings to consider the historical and doctrinal aspects of Cuakerlsn
continued occasionally through 1902 and 1303, now under thr care of an Historieal
Committec of the Monthly Meeting.

A model of restraint in expression is the account of mix meetings in 1904
"ust prior to the Christmas holidays, held by Frank Martin, & young minister
from Cleveland, Ohis, held in our meetinghouse, which however (the meetinzs) were
conducted solely eaa holiness meetings for bellevers. We naid him ne stipuleted
amount and his menner of taking collections srecluded keeping sccount of what
was given," It mey be assumed that the young man had received no very warm
invitation end was not asked to como agoin.

It seemed advisable in 1906 that someone be engaged to make visits that
the nastorel committee could not compess. M.E. Pearson was cngaged for s
months time and paicd §32.50 to visit homes in the neiphborhood in behalf of
the meeting. An Ohio evanrelist, Winnie Bagsett, held neetings that yerr with-
out notable results.

Tnis episodic assistance was evidently not considered aderuste. In 1908
the nastoral comnittec recomaended earnestly that provisional subseriptions for
the supnort of a pastor bo collected, and thiz recommendation was accepted by
the meeting. Letters were sant to a&ll the members of the meeting, acking
money for this -urnose. Fear thet s hired pastor would do sore to Jeaden then
to quicken the spiritual 1ife of the mecting was still axnresced, but the
comni ttee was able to report prosently that 35 fawvorable renlies to the letter
had been recelved sz mgainst 3 opiosing the atep. The committee undertook to
explain the gencral teeling of the meetine to the opnoaition, and asked ner-
mizselon to take up a regular collection in the morning meeting to add to the
Iﬂ?iﬂ.m ulﬂrna.dr pledged to the hypothetieal pastor, the money to be used for
=it general sxnmses of the seeting in case no pastor materialized,
hopes of thus getting together £1200 to {1500. . il o
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This secms rathor 8 meall sum smd Inceed the comnittes worknd for monthe
before finding sny saitable perzon nt that salaryj untll they were at last
aathorized to look for a :tulent sho would plve part-time only, rather than to
give up the search altogether, Fimally OUliver Frazer, then at Hewcastle,
Indiema, agreed to come for o year. He was not long out of Barlham College,
bt decidedly older thenm the avorcge student, o mon of comviction end emergy.
The meeting secured & geven—room flat in thr wilcing jurt routh of the mecting-
house for & rental of £35.00 a month for Oliver Fraser, his wife and three
shildren; he war allowed £50.700 a month for living mxmenres, =ith sostage and
parfare extra. The expectod monthly totel wes $B85.00 or $90.00.

The records show that he was placed on vorious committees and that he
made 250 pastoral calls in tho =lght monthe he remained. At the mod of thet
time he asked to be relieved from Chicego service to undertoke svangelistic end
axtension work west of the liasissippl. The mesting reluctantly agrecc, and
sent hinm with a letter of comaendnation mnich the aarterly Mecting failed to
endorae, perhaps on asccount of his libermlism, =hich hed not altogethor pleascd
soma members of the local mecting.

He left, profouncdly discouragec w~ith the sltuation as it wes, end in an
artiecle sritten then, glves intercsting recommcndations ss to the best course
for Chicago Friends to take. e advise® thet Friemds deliberateoly select some
suburban tom, vhere a numbcr of interested familics might plant themselves
end start s mecting, with the intention of enrolling the whole raploly groving
community; or that thoy attempt an institutional church in & crowded city
ouarter; or that they try sn assesbly room in the Loop, with the necassary
advertising to attract the sublic. Any of throse he congidered sufficiontly
unchurched to deserve the care of somo Ccnomination.

In 1911 st a Fourth Month meeting, the nostoral committee again pursued
ita conviction by recommenling that John Nelson be rapaged for pastoral work
at {50.00 a month., He had been = miner, converted to the couse of Cuakerism,
feeling the eall to nreach. He came to Moody Institute to study and was too
Cugkerly in his belief on wear eand other convictions of Frimds, for the officials
of the Imetitute to foel they could recommend him to the usoal studont charge
of some church. Friends woere particulaerly attrscted to him on mecount of thie
cifficulty. He was invited to take charpe of the Firet Dey morning meoting
"on account of rickness end abrenec of loenl ministere." His stinmd was
later ralsed slirhtly and ha =or roruested to finish the vear out.

The contined nee! for raising moner for pastoral work, and serhape the
spirit of the tiaes, led, in 1711 to the foraing of r comaittee on den's
Tork, which remorte rairing the gross receints of the me-ting from {932.00,
contritmed by 22 subseribers, to 1600.00 contritued by 41, about 205 of the
vhole membership. Nine of these vsre non-resident. This advence wes, of course,
& matter for real nricfe, evan confFldering that the waluc of th- fdollar was
beginaing to foll. Asicde from a p riod of repalring end furnishing the bullding
in 1908, the emount of monoy comtribued to aeeting expemsesz hel rieen only very
glightly from the smount s~mt in 1878. The comaitter set itself to collect
nore than three thoussn the next year, which Coubtlcss enuld hawe besmn well
expencded, if it had Leen -ossible to obtain it.

Thie committee seems to bz much the same Loy vhich functioned the vear
before under the title of tn- Loymen's Hisslonary Movenent, & part of the general
interdencminational movement called by that namej but in thie case it esked
not only for eomtritationa for mission work, but also for the exnenees of
the meeting, by that time budgettad. '
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It seems likely that this committee profitted rleo by tho interrst winleh
in 1902 led to the forming of & Men's Aseociation of Friem's in Calenpo, to
promote Cuakerism in the clty. It was rooorted that A men were presenl at
the first seeting, in & hotsl, sné that Fufus @. Jon=8, then oditor af the
dnerican Friend, spoke at this meeting. That mectings or mctivities, if sny,

followed this fimmer are not recorded.

It 15 o¢ what pens ere found in the informotion of even such a careful
record as the donthly Heeting minutes, The historian is often led to wizh that
the clerk ha? cet domn more sleborote accounts of wiat ho doubtless thought
every one knew alresi'y., There 1g, for exasnle, vary little sais as to tha
growth or nrogress of missionary interest through all these fourtesn yenrs.

For eny acdecuate aceount of tho wery conciderable activity thet we know met
have pone nn through this »eriod we murt hunt elsechere.

On the other hanmd, the Lodics' Soecial and Aidl Soclety peports corefully,
year by wvear, the garments made, money exnended, members nresent and mimber of
meetings, With an averapge of rlxteen meetings n yesr, atten”ed by eight or
nine women, and with an expenditure of thirty or forty Jollars, they managed
to send well over two hundrel parments a yeer to warious cheritable inctitutions
or to indivicual neady cascn.

Statisticel records of the Bible school heve been very cerefully kept.
The attendence held at about sixty for the first tem years annarently regard-
less of the total enrollnent, which renged from eiehty to more then o nundred,
Beginning =~ith 1710 there was a serious lump in numbers. The average attendance
fell to 45 an’ the next year to 37. MNine to eleven classes were maintained
end through most of the time there vere teschers' mectings almost weckly. The
gchool not only met ite own exnmses, but contributel to state an’ county
work and to missions. In the early vears the librery wsz c£till of real use.
In 1899 an average of 23 books n weoik woere losned, chiefly to the youngor
children; and the librarian boupht about teenty new books. The Bibtle school
suffered in the same way as the merting from the transient habits of itz menbers.
1% waa almort immoesible to find s teacher whoe ecoul! eontinue to tench a claes
through sn entire year, and the punils were s irregular in attendance.

in interosting line to tracc iz thet of the possible ‘levelopment of now
mectings. In 1902 cottage prayoer mectings were hold in Englewsod with so much
interaat that come hope' a pormonent meeting woul” be ertabliche’. Next year,
however, nothing more was hear?’ of it.

A mich more ancuring sovement had artsen n fow monthe sarlier on the
Yeat slde. Eleventh Sonth, 1701, a repulur Firest Day evenlnp mertlng wea re-
portad instituted by eeven person, who met at 22 South Leavitt Street. This
wie supilemented the Flfth Month lollowing br o Christian Enfeswver society with
s menbership of ten. The next month the comnény moved into more suitable
rooms &t 774 West Vem Bursn Street. Thet =onth; wlso, & regulasr First Dey
moming moeting war begun, an. froe thnt tlme om & =weck day meeting war also
oomnonly held, The meoting justified fite existence vith ro rnelysic of its
membership. It wer atten’ed by thirtsen neaber: of the Indiena Avenue Weeting
wio woare sai” to atten” thelr ovm mecting lrregulsrly, by slghteen Frleads
whose asmbership wes outside Chieago, wn' by eipht non-Frienda. From the first
Chicago Meeting 1t subtractel omly Mchar. snl! Florence Sidas, who felt =
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particulrr concern for it, apd the oceasionel fervices of o =minister. Its
everage morning attendance was 26, end Christion Endeavor, Eible Sehool, and

evening meetings eould count on about 16.

The sxpenses of its first meeting place were met by those vho attended.
For the Van Buren Street room, some individusls helped out the little meeting,
end in 1702 the Monthly Meeting undertook to subsidize 1t to the extent of
elght dollars a month, continued for six years until the firet meeting, com-
monly called the Scuth Side Meeting at this time, felt the need of 2ll its
own resourcesd for the pupport of a pastor.

Elders and Overseers were appointed in 1903. The next year the mecting
moved again, to Oakley Avenue near Jackson Doulevard, and two years later to
2 room ot 1328 Western Avenue. In 1307 it was mode a Monthly Meeting. It
wae arranged in 1908 that one Cuarterly Weeting a year be held there, and an
aprortionment of 25% of Cuarterly Meeting "stock" essimed to 1t.

Our donthly deeting records do not show the fact that the meeting later
bought its own building at 4407 Park Avemue.

In 1208 Flchard and Florence Simma, who had felt o comsiderable respon-
sibility for the Jest S5ide deeting left the city; their activities had been
conaidereble and ther weres aissed in both mectings. Other resnonsible members
moved away, snd the meeting was left without interssted lesders, In 1911 the
meeting war lald down and 28 members trensferred to Chicago Monthly Meeting,
again the one meeting of Orthodox Friende in the city.

Four years before, in 1907, E@;ﬁ%ﬂ#&i}@u;mm had been leid
down and its members, 36 in all, transferre 1eago eting. Of
these latter, a few 8till remain on our list of membership, though inactive,
and there are three of the Jest Side memberzs left with us,

From time to time the ordinary records of monthly meeting affairs set
in the usual concise terminology, i: interrupbed by an affectionate account of
the 1life of =ome walued member who could ill be spared from the little company.

These memorials we may briefly consider apein here.

Leura Smith Haviland, 1208-1873, was n woman of wide nhilenthropic in-
terests. She had been en anti-slavery agitetor and in Civil wer time, a nurse;
and later she worked for the relief of frecdmen and thr poor white peonle of
the South. From these activities she vent on to the sssistence of prisoners
end other sufferers, and was & public advecnte of temperonce. ™ith her hushand,
gshe founded Raisin Instituts, a Michigsn School.

Acuila H. Pictering, 1320-1899, came to Chicmgo In 1365 and was active
in the early orgunization of the me ting end in securing 8 meetinghouse. He
was one of the founfers of the toen of 'hittier in Southern California. The
death of his wife, Hannah, is also eritten doen in tho records in 1912,

Another orgenizer of the YYonthly Weectine was Willinm Bettles, a truly
congervative Friemd, who died in the scme rear as @cuilm Pickering. He hed
been treasurer of the Honthly decting and cn Overseer, snd had an active concern
for the distributlon of improving tracts.
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Fowall Buxton Hill, 1336-1%07, wse another pionecr. Bomm ip North, Caro-
lina, nnd msking his wey to dinneanolis es @ young man, ho coms in 1864 to
Chicago. He wea hiphly suceessful in business an” on sie to the meeting in
its finencinl effairs; =nd he wns also an eldar of incrocsing spdrituel in-

NS, b Weslie Spange MM wne g

11lian %Sickersham, o in 1903, wes B ' vhose ¢ _gorvices

the mecting =as . He hal served for thirty-five years ac necretary of
the Chicago Public library.

o more vivid personality was loot to the meeting than thet of Fhode M.
Coffin, 1826-1909. Her interests followed those of her husband, Cherles F.
| Coffin, but could not be sald to be subordinatec toc them. In hor owm ripght she

waf ainister and devoted soclal worker.

o Vow London (2miNg Rusosiarly, ird & 2ut) Come B Clisceye

' e e B Graet fie g .I"E'?I'-jfhhrﬁt‘}ku;'“ﬂw -Eﬁ:m

| o whalied i ke Reberny” (4 Apiqp noind Tk Aty

| Heug ot ol e Gk o Lot Faaelle S i (Mowrea?) utisne
M Wi h _..,?M? M’} j,{;.ﬂl-:a—w g B

%MM i'*'“"':'""‘“'li ; .f,u,

| _.%%5;,1‘%@%?«,5{”%# wh &t AetK,

f 5 o Sk o s T e Bl s, S e T

TW"}J"’“‘ J ¢ M@"Mﬁ;:&hﬂ/‘uwirﬁ Efa?mﬁ_f"
R in M,ﬁdwwwa MMM«’-‘E

M .-a?rmf'...ﬂevru.;rrqﬁ-,% W M o,

ﬁ’m fo. 228, Wiy MW -‘""F”“ H"“""F'(’&"&é‘-'f_f

| s | | -
EM e 'F'L“W%ﬁfrwjﬁ A MMMJM'T*H{qng

f g i_}..E—TH:r

-{rw-':‘-ﬁ"?




HISTORY OF THE CllICAGO

JEETING OF ORTHODCX FRIRIDS

Coapiled from the

(Volume 4) domthly Heoting Linutes,
Firat Wonth 15th, 1913, to Eishth Honth 17th; 17271,

The Monthly Heeting elevks who corrisd the ressonsibility of
witing the minuter of Volumo 4 were:

Martha H. Griffith
Charles C. Hubbard
David 5. Tetum
Grace H. “inslow
¥illard H. Farr

If the tone of Volume 3 of the Honthly Mocting minutes ie sommwhnt
set by the fact that & now meetinghouso hnd been arceted snd secunied
about the time that volume was first oncaed, even sore the tone of Volume 4
is determine? by & hapnening reeorfed on the firat nage in ths minutea
ef First Nonth, 1713.

It ia thero stated that Herman Neman exnected to be active in nartor—
al mork, but—ens the distinetdon was immortant in hie o mind — he
intended to met, not &5 a nastor, but as o nagtoral secretary. In other
wris, he intended to act as the apent, rather tian oz the ovarseer of the
meeting. He hed beon editor of the pmerican Frimd, following Rufua M.
Jones, until the removal of the osper to Inciana, wndar 5. Edger Nicholson;
bafore that tine he had stulied at Pean college, Friends University, Hever-
ford Bollege end the Univercity of Fennsylvonis,

Hie firet recuest noted wes for the napes of chatrmen of all standing
committees; he prosentod also & letter from Hollingeworth Viood regarding a
proposed wvicit of young Esstern Friends to the Veat, symptomstic of tho
developing commmnity of intercst among younger Friends. By the time the
Tearly reports were mace in Seventh Month the pastoral comaittee eoull sy
that the new pastoral secretary had atten'c! sost of the meetings, mace
. mmy visits, written many letters and instituted a Round Teble, The avorage
. attendence at morming meetings showed zn incrrase, dary Chapnell, from the
Hooly Institute, hac sesisted in the visiting for n consideration of
carfare and lunech, r

. If attendrnce had inereased, the membership was sharply eut. In 1712

the membershin was 198; included those hose membershi ! been transferred
Western Sprinpe and the Lest S1de Jecting, The noxt year, by weeding out f
those who he

'~ Jolned other churchez or were not intereste’ in tha meeting,
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' the number was cut to 171. By 1915 it hed boen lowared to 149.

Investigntion of eech oage was caraful sn’ therefors, zlow. Agein the
nunber of members began to climb, rnd two yeare later it had resched 186.

The Round Table ciscussion: whleh Hoerman Nowmsn had been interested in
cetablishing wera continued for shout six weoar=s. The group met on the
segond, fourth and soaetines firth Fourth Day evenings of the month; the
other Fourth Day eveninge were to'ten by the Moathly [Heeting snd the Bible
School Comaittee, until the lettar ecaar? mocting, when the hound Table
tock over its evening, too.

Much of the eredit for prowing interest in the aesting, esnecially
in tha neighborhood, must be glven to the heartv assistance of Roy H.
Follam & studont in HcCormick Theologierl Seminery, = former Earlham
student snd cne of & family of Friends' ministers. Throuph the winter of
1913-14 he and Hermen Newman mada more then 200 calle, largely in tho
neighborhood, with benefit partieulnrly ta the Bible School snc the
ghristian En'eavor. In Firth Month, 1715, he wee asked agein to ascist, this
time to give hic First Daye an® two other faya ¢ week to the mecting, at
fifty follars o month. He earric' out this secheule for cipght monthe with
excellent results, moving at last to take chirge of the wmorting at

Spiceland, Infimna.

Rosa E. Lee, & returnad wmlrrlonrry from Prlestine studying at the
Oniversity of Chicapo, un'ertook neatoral vieiting throupgh the winter of
1716-17.

She was succeeded in tho fell of 1919, whan cho raturned to Falestine,
by Wendell Parr, a graduate of Peansylwvania College an” o formar mlaslonnry
in Jamnica; then student nt MeCormick Theolopicel Scminery. His cons-
clentious services wero resarded by o 2tipend of thirty Jollars a month and
expenged. In the garing he was of fered a thousen:d dollars a yesr for the
uge of gll of his vacatlon time and part of his time during the school, end
he agreed to assume the Autlez of pastoral seorctar; as wll as visitor,

thus rrlieving Horman Newmon who hs? ecrried the reeponsibllity sinece the

. first of 1913. The srrangement with Yenrell Farr was go satisfectory to the

meeting that it wae continued throush the next year, which he spent at
Garrett Institute. He left then to tewach in Wlmington College.

In 1921 Olive Coffin took up pastorel =ork. Mozt of her tine wan
devoted to visiting, and she made the very coneslderable number of 760 calls.
She was & tactful sn’ welecome wisitor.

During these elght years several inforsal meetings and clasces rose,
an! eithar fell or were continued. Vithout much integral relation with the
Monthly Meeting. In Eighth Month, 1713, Ruthanna Simms exprossed a concern
for & rtacent Frim”s' Soeclety st the Universitr of Chicago. A comsittee of
Ruthanne fimms, Hermun Newman, un® Dr. B.F. Andrews was aoncinted to cooperate
with such & meeting, but there is no further comment on the situstion until
1921, when it ie noted that rogular monthly discussions nre held at University
Frienfg' homes, a® Montily Mectings hove been moct of the time ninee then. It
i: likely that there were only occsslemal nestinge in the fine vears'
terval.

| ..
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In 191 we tre told thet four Cusker cvenings have been hald on the

Borth Shore and two in Oak Fork., Agsin the thread is loat until 1370,
when weckly meetings ¢t the home of North Shore Frien's through the past
winter are reportec. Probably lese frecuent mectings ha” been held in the

interval.

Christien Pn esvor rose in 1916 to the larpest membershin it ever
had, with many sctivitics. Itz members concducted Monthly Meetings in the
Dan Bemtty Missionj hel’ a airsion stu’s claose, istribated flowers end
reeding matter in Cook County Hospital and gavwe monay to various charities.
Permission wes sske to chonge the neetinps in oumeaer from First Day
evenings to a time just precedlng the regulsr Fourth Duy mifweek meetlng.
This gives an in’ication that tha C.E. members were mature emough to have
become intercate? in & lesa spoelalizer tyne of relipious moeting. In
1917, the next yesr, the membership dropne? to 77. Nert year the (lis-

g renort was thot the soclety was losing becaure it had faile’ to
attract into itself the younger unmerrie” nronle. The members who had made
it a success in the past ha' less ti=e for it now, an’ there were none to
succesd them. The soclinl hour, when the members ha!' been asccustoant to
eoming in for a little Sun'ay evening supner, was ronorted c“ropoe’, and the
prayer moating wae noorly attenled. There iz no further record of the
thristian Enenvor Society in the books.

In the winter of 1921 the experisent wes made of holling the nid-weak
seeting Jdowntown, combining a stu’; elesa with the me-ting ercept om
Monthly eeting night. It was eonsdi'ore that the Loop was a more central
point for our seatters’ memberchin cme 20re caeily reache! by business meng
but the experiesrnt was not suffieirntly sucecseful to continue after that
winter.

A better average otton'ance at morning meetin: s than for years wee
renorte! in 1921, Part of this increase nay legltintely be attributed
to the Institution of Suburbsn Doy, vhen the wilely scattered members
sore particulsrly invite! to come together et First Loy sorning meetings.
There was usually some aspecially invite! spesker and special mucie, followed
by dinner in the parlors on the firet floor, an in the eftemoon o
megting centering aroun” some topie suiteble for Jiscussion. It must aleo
be consiered that ithe membershin was develoaing anew a sense of indivi-ual

responelibdlity.

Henorts of the Forelpn Missionary Society begin to annesr in the
minutes. In 1914 $345 was sent to missionr. In 1971 the Vomen's Foreign
Missionary Society, me =ell as the meeting ot large, remorted! 5 consicderable
gain in mesbership. Altogeth-r the Society ecllecte’ end gave {724.00 that
year, Some of the snecinl objects of its benevolrnce were the China Femine
fun, Hear Enst relief, TWinonc dirsrlons Home, snd Ross E. Lee's school in

Palestine,

The evolution of the work of the Committee on Peace an” Literrture
through thege yeor: iz of some imvortance, In Sixth Menth, 1714, the
Committee submitin’ a rerort, evl emntly well-consiterad, to the sffcet
that in their ju'gment o war between this coumtry en’ Hexico had been
averte’, with the czsistance of the Aacriean Prace Soclety, with vhich

E
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the locol committee was affiliste’, snd' sloilar agencles. Thay acl that
they believe the Balkan wars have hod a soburing effect on militariets,
an notions ere more inecline’ to arbitrate thelr “iffervnces.

In Eighth Month of thet year the greet -=r broke ocut in Furope.

It is a year later thet we finc the Monthly Meeting feeling that some-
thing "efinits choul’ be Jone to promulgate Frim's' -“octrines of peace
and arbitration; this concern wes referre” to the cosmitice on Bible School
an’ efucation, rnd this compittre was remmeste” to functlom ss the Poace
Gomnittee for the following year, Thrne follars wes allotted to the chairmen
of the committee, Futhannn Simme, to enen” for pamnhlets om neace for

Metriution.

The growing imminence of the war apocar: in the a’ootien by the
mesting of the rupgestion by Henry Cadbury of Haverfor', that o petitiom
be sent to Conprers oprosing inercesee in the army and navy. In Fifth
Month, 1716, a communicetion on neace an? wnr from Philadelnhia Yearly
Bgeting 18 acknowledped.

Agife Prom these activiti=s mentlione ', thr Poace Committes state
in it amnual remort thet frecuemt sermons he” been preache’ on neoace at
our own me:ting, on' onc moeting hel” at a Presbyterian Church to explain
the views of Frirn’s; that o number of in ivi‘'ual letters had boen sent to
Senators an’ repregentatives; sn?! thot the rolief vork of Enplich Friemda
in Franee ha been presente’ to the meeting sn’ some emoll contributions

madte to 1t.

Thit last note is nartieulsrly sigmifiernt. Probebly the eontributions
went to the Friends' aabulance unit, rother than the elvilisn relief, which
had not yet growm to large pronortions; in sny case this was tha 1Cea
on which the Mmerican friwnls' Service Comnittes work wes to be founced.

In Twelfth donth of 1916 Fricn’e of both brenches hel! & mecting in
our meetinrhouss to protest agninst the inereasing perscecution of confeien-
tious objcctors, sn! ageinst the movement to recuire ailitary tosining in
our behools. Resolutions wore eent to various reinonsible bolice
%o the newspapers, Our om committese Cceided to buy = eot of posters,
ecelled "dar agninst War", to be use 1n arrcsting the groving milltery
pentiment.

Third Month, 1917, the mecting felt that the clerk of tho Permanent
Board of Mestcm Yenrly Mceting should call the boar” together and
premare a memorial on the attitu’e our country shoull take towar wnr,
the memorial to be prepente? to Conpress ot ite onening, There 1A no evi'ence
ghet such a step was t:ken by the Boar®. Tho country nasse” soon from a
pessive to en agtive state of war. The first aclmovie gment of thic found
in the minotee ie tho offer in Fifth Wonth of the bockyar” of the meetinghouse
to the Garden Bureau of the eity; 1t was soon sna'e’ up and planted,




History of Friende -5
In the same month is rororte! the formetion of the CTusker Uar Service
for eivilisn relief, from both brenches of Frimis in tic clty, s their
hasty nlens wore outline’, somc of vhich ~erc carrio? out, sn’' somc were
not., The bitter oppomition between the two branchoe thet unrurtun“.tclr
distinpuishers meny places hy” newver existo! in Chiengo, an' conscouently
both Hiuk:ﬂtl. snc Orthodox Frien's -er- eble to vork together without frictiom
_on_this common t&=K almost from tho beginning, Lecturcs ware given that
“@umacr in the neetinghousc by r-.'.rr:lrrt.a ocn first-aic an” kin're’ subjects
to a clase of forty-two. One hunired Collars was sont to thc Americen
Frien’s" Service Committee in Phila’elnhis an five Jollare to the Aa-rican
Liberty Dafensc Leapuc, vhich »ng moking o hrave effort to maintain as meny
elvilian liberties as porsible through the ~ilitary rogine, =ith particular
interest in the riphts of conscientious objcectors.

The Ladies Social end Al Socelty, hich ha” hitherto continu @ on its
oulet way, sowing and collecting garmente for certain loecal charities, now
undertook to makec garments for the Jdestltute in Franee in = “ition to moin=
taining as fer e= possible thedr formor work. In the winter of 1917 thoy
Tere able to sen” elght hun'ro! garments to Frunce. Thirty-five ‘ollars to
be use? for buying materlale was glven to thé Soeictr by the Monthly Secting,
The next wintor even mor: elothing was forwarded, value® at about a thousand

dallare.

The strain of 1718 wes conel’erablz. Tho me-ting was not eltogoth-T &
unit in opposing war. The meabors of onc fe y long vecful ans highly
value, resigned their offi-es in the mectine end ceazs. to attmd. In
oruor o avoll the charge of sheltering non-conoclmmtiours comwards the
meating felt oblipe! to regeive young mon as membors only with thelr sritton
promlize that thoy -muld not usc thodir sembershis to changoe thelr etetus in
tho “raft) this was at tho tlme shm it was still sunnoze’ that religioune
objegtors to wer were oxempt from silitary sorvies under the nrovielona of
tha ‘raft set.

Interest in Friends' roliaf work an~ courapge to keep up the non-
military nosition were stimulete’ by a serics of monthly evening meetings,
gdiressed by oxecellent snenkers, such ag Jeme Addoms. A statement wos soat
to the Senate an’ tho House of Reorcoentatives, a'wocating wartim: orohibition
in the interests of conserving foo’ :n- fuel. Hearly thirtemn hundred
rallars was given to rolief work In the ewrse of the year, eollect~ hy
both branches of the esonarating committon.

In 1919 this omoung wes incronse’ to more thon aixtern hundred; im
1970 to eighteon hun re's The committes spemt wch tiwe in vorking with
Jane A°'ems in san cffort; never wholly sueccessful, to organize Chienpo for
Central-Buropcan rolief, =~ith perticular effort to secure the cooperation
of the German socicties of the city. The var was over, but th: sors fecling
remainec; the Garmean-Anericsns ¢1” not trust Ancricens even vhen they
were trylng to feed German an' Mustrian chil'ron., Carolena ‘oo, L.

Hollingsworth Yood, "illiam Harvey, sn  Howar® Brinton o me from the Esst
to help at Jifferent times, reorecenting the emtral Friends Scrvice Comalttes,




History of Friencs . -

Devi! Tatum left Chicago to go into Servico work in 1918, Most of
his time was spent in Fronce. Im 1920 Herman Hownrn was asked to help
superintend chil® feeding in Oermeny for the wintor. The arca Fapervised
by hin was Silesia. After hiz return In the late sumner he gave his spare
time to speaking on tho rork. It was alrea'y evlient that the feeding of
chil?ren and pick persons shoul. continue through anothrr wintor. That
year the comaittees reporte” that nine thouean” dollars ha? been eolleoted
in the sity, largcly outei’'ec of Frirnds.

Letters were written to congrogsmen that year urging reduction of ocut
armamont as another step bock to elvilisn basis,

The war worke’ a ercat change in thr noighborhood of the meetinghousn.
From an excellent resitont Mistriet it he alresady chenge’ to &
shabby though still rrspectable loeality. In wartinme, as the “raft grotoslly
thinne? the supnly of workers normelly in elty industries, their nleces
became fille’ by scuthorn Negroes, coming un into the city in en increasing
stream. iony of them workerd in the stockyeris sn’ their tondency wee to
fin® houeing along the street-cer lines leading there on 47th an' 4302
Strecte. Consesuently, the houres an’ apartments closs to the moctinghouse
ware rani’ly teten by Negross, who ~ere +illing to orow’ topether mn’ thus
ody A hlgher remt for tho sawe enace tivn the forwrr shite reai ‘mnts wouls
pay. Furthemmore, sincr thor foun” 1t 1fficult to pet lolgings st ell,
they were willine to accent unkemst sn  cven unsanitary con itions.

In 1919, vhen this migratlon was becoming esteblisho’, the meeting wes
approacha’ by « ruel estatc .ecoler, asking if the houses were for o le,
singe he ha! o client, presunably acting for n Hogro congregation, who
wae Intoreste’. Tho me-ting “eelie’ then to sell Af a ressonable offer
WED'e MALo.

In Seventh Month of that year a comsunication was receivel from the
Chicage Meeting of Hickeite Frienis, then hol'ing their meoting in ¢ room
on Michigan Avenue, well “omn town, asking that we apooint a committee to
eonfer with them on the possibility of hel'ing joint morning serviece. A
raport from the committee aprointed at this supgestion foes not aphoar untdl
1920, A plessant conferrnee had bean hell st vhich 1t was Jecie” that
it woul” be better to weit until either aceting moved froa the loeation
it then occunied, baforr conzicering joinimg forees.

In 1920 the offieciale of the Five Yoar: meeoting, hopeful of rolsing
conalferable sums of monev in the prosmority still following tho wor, asked
informnlly through s forwrr mesber, Ruthonne Simas, i the Chicapo Hecting
gould use some of the nrosnective fun’s to advantage. The committee ap-
nodnte” to econrl’er the matter rose to the ocension. It wns their belief
that tho meeting could usr to great a’vantope not less thqu r:ight thousans
tollare of =hilch the loeal meeting might hone to raise three thousan’ from
its om ammbershin. This sum ewec to be use’ advisably in fin’ing & “irector
of frien-g' work, eho roul’ need two assistontaj in meintaining en office
in the Loop en’ in coneoli-ating North Shore Friem“s in tho hope of starting
a seating there, in a7 ition to upbuil: ing the Orlielnal Chicseo Mootling.
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The response of the Five Yoars Meoting to the Chieago Heoting's nro-
e, nosal ir mot foun® in this book. A resjsnse ermo, thoush not of such large
2 nronortione es ha heen hono for. Tho Tin nces of the nwecting for 1771
ghow:! mn "eci’e? gain, though the anount eolleet~’ "1 not rosch the three
thousons the comnittoe ha’ thought mossibla. Hovewr, the temiy-four
hun“re? neturlly receive) wme ¢ guln of seven hun re! over thn previous
year,

Evi’ently no attrective offer he’ been ma‘e for the aertinghoure
bafore 1921, when £25,000.00 wos resorte” to be offere . A comnlttee was
gpnointe” to investigate the posaibllitiss of other nronrrties to ~hich the
meeting mipht move in case tho housc were 20l . It wao their balief thet
a satisfoetory temnorary locstion esull be foun inel e of ninety “ays, but
the trisl was not me'e, The siturtlon of uncertsinty wer to continu~ for

gaveral YoATE.

In cloaing this chapter lot us turnm to the rell of thoss membeors who
resgtcd fram thelr lnboras.

The first ‘eeth recor’ed in o mesorinl in that of the elder David
Tetum, ‘ying in 1912 at ths age of elghty-eight. He hod live? ip helf s
lozem of the most Cuakerly stntes, an'! hind visited many of the others, ns
=all as Burope, ™n theo love of the Gorpel"™, as the ol phraes hrs it; ond
in the interests of temperonce, for vhieh he o9 a miphty conten’er. For
e long tine he wos ¢ membrr of the Chicago Heeting, though aprarently
omally travelling sleewhers. He wrote folthfully to the donthly seeting
of the prograss an’' success of hie ministry, @ond ueny of the lettora are
gprea” in full on the minutcs, The efforta of the mesting me rn orgenizstion
in behalf of tennrranee Sees to hawve beon umirdly only nominal; bat in
himself Dovid Totua woul” howe -wut the effortse of seversl orlinory committees
to shase; in the South, cepreislly, the resulte of his efforts were
substantinl, He travelled liphtly, without any particulsr core for money.
If hia small supnly puve out, he coul” po on foot to the next place for which
he felt & concemy =n on o thers through n gift of epiritunl symoacthy wvhich
he pogesssc’ an’ Ceveloac” to o reaerkable depree, he eoul’ ususlly find
somecne willing to Fupply his few oee'r. He was a cheracter not ouelly
; : forpotten.

Charles F. Coffin, born in 1323 nn” “ying in 1316 at the age of ninoty-
thrae, ha: been sn extraoriinerily gifte’, uscful an’' ‘evote’ Friem'. Hes
was peculisrly fittc’ for executive worip for temty-nine yesrs he har
acted a8 clerk of In'iona Yoarly #ceting, aftir an appronticaship at sloilsr,
though less important positions, erezumcl shen ho wee wory young for such
responaibility. His nhilsnthronic intercstis, share? by his «i{e, Bhoca M.
Coffin, veret wi'e and prectienl. It was lurgely throush thoir offorte thet
In'isna in their Juy wos one of th: moet a2 vomend stotee in the troctaent
of prisaners an. the inscne. He cime to Chlesge in 1884, un’ though ho never

s essumed here any position of :uthority, he grew ta br grently love” by the
meeting. At his (cath tho ne ting regusste’ from the fomily the kin ly
photograph, shich, with th-t of his ~ife, emiles =t the chilir-n from the
wulle of the Bible school room.




