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Seventh Month 20th, 1398, to Twelfth Month 18, 1912

ccount of the first meeting of Friends in Chicago. There it is related
how Charles F. Coffin came up from Richmond, Indiana in early March with his
é wife, Rhoda M. Coffin, and another Friend, Elizabeth L. Comstock, all of them
'~ with a concern to visit the miserable encampment of Confederate prisoners on
the drafty shores of Lake Michigan, about where the Douglas monument now stends
at 36th Street. They felt also a desire for a meeting of Friends, and in
response to this desire a called meeting wes held First Day, Third Month 6th,
attended by members of all branches of the torn Society. £ little later Eliza-
\ibeth Comstock returned to Chicago and spent the greater nart of a year there
continuing the work for which she was well known in nublic institutions,
prisons, and among the destitute; and also laboring among Friends.
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| = Monthly Meeting was organized Fourth Month 17, 1867, under the orthodox branch

. f1of Friends. The nuarterly meeting was Ash Grove Cuarterly ileeting, which was
too rurel a name to lastj 1881 it became the Chicago (uarterl Meetmg, as
it is today./ A short historical sketch of the mecting from that time until
894 has been written and probably lies with Books 1 end 2 of the Monthly Meetin

'in safe deposit, in care of Jestern Yearly Meeting,- but we have becn unable -

Ato/lgk”hes%wm sketch covering the period from 1894 to

1906 was prepar y Josiah Simms, Edward Vatson Jones and Fowell B. Hill,

three sturdy pillars of the swail mecting, and is to be found on page 243 of
Book 3; and it is probable that another copy is deposited with the earlier
history in Book 2.

Due perhaps to her interest and cfforts the meeting was continued. Chicagoé§
§
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- Logically, therefore, this present account should begin with 19506, but

: ‘ since it seems advisable to set down a rather more elaborate account than the
ree last-named historians wrote, and also since it is a matter of convenience
make the chapters of this story correspond to the books of the Monthly
‘fﬂle ing records from which our information is chiefly dravn, we shall retrace
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thein steps to Seventh Month 20, 1898. : 33
The ¢lerks of the Monthly Meeting, by vhose judgment and labor our material ¥ &
has largely been collected were: S
U & {
i Fdward Vatson Jones = & i .
. Abbie S, Hill : ke £~
A E. Marshall Simms- 33'

i - Frank 77, Ault ~ \
B~  Helem B. Hill T g 3
& "< jde O, Bettles A

Charles C. Hubbard _) 37 é. i
L L : -
_‘ Martha H. Griffith- Wajfe 0’6 3 A
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History of the Friends

During the year vhen thc last pages of Volume 2 of the Monthly Meeting
records were being filled, the meeting was moving from itc former situation
at 216 Fast 26th Street, where it had been held since 1867, to tie new building
at 4413 Indiana Avenue, wherc our meetings are now held. The locetion was
in an sxcellent residence district as the former one had been in its tinme,
end it is cuite likely that in selecting it the meeting hoped to be permanently
settled in a city that had already grown about as large as could be expected.

The new meeting-house was dedicated Fourth ilonth 3rd, 1898, and the chief
speakers of the hapny occasion were President Joseph John Mills of Barlham
College and Thomas Brown, Yeerly Me-ting Superintendent. The lot and building
together had cost §16,620.00, no inconsiderable sum for a membership of less
than two hundred to undertake without outside help, but the debt was licuidated

in 1902, four years later.

The Ladies Social and Aid Society were strenuously occupied that year, not
only in the benevolent project of outfitting city boys for a trip to the coun-
try, but in earning and raising money for the furniching for the nev meeting-
house. Let us add at once that this instince was the exception that proves
the rule. Almost alone among sianilar societies, ours turng its benevolent
impulses outward to needicr situations, rather tion inward to the material
benefit of our mecting, but ite unselfish spirituzl harvest has been for the

good of all.

The clerk of the Monthly Meeting may be imagined as buying the nccessery
new blank book that was to be Volume 2 of these records with a certain sober
pleasure in having a new book to go with the new meeting-house. The building
was not the conventional plain Friends' meeting-houce, but its gray stone and
pleasant yellow windows were still in keeping with Cuakerly ideas of simplicity,
solidity and good taste. Its little kitchen was a modern idea, and of
constant use to a membership which was then as now, wicdely scattered, and in
need of loaves and fishes when it assembled. If the meeting could then have
anticipated with what enthusiasm and in what numbers we now meet and dine to-
gether, doubtless the kitchen would have been built larger.

Chicago Meeting has been favored with an unusual number of recorded
ministers in its membership. Six ministers were in the meeting at the time the
new building was opened; this out of a total membership of 134. Vlhile we are
reciting statistics, let us record the fact that 37 of these members werc non-
resident, a figure that has a constant tendency to increase —ith the character-
istic shift of the population of Chicago. The enrollment of the Bible school
was 97, the average attendance 56. The treasurer's accounts show that
£569.46 was spent on the affairs of the meeting for the year, of which {74.38
went to the Yearly Heeting as our assigned portion of its "stock". The buying
power of a dollar, it should be remembered for ourposes of comparison, was
about twice as much as it is now.

This was the summer of thc Spanish-American war, but bryond recognizing
that a military excitement was abroad, nothing seems to have been done in the
matter. Two possibilities seem to have becn oonen at the time: one was to
distribute tracts, and the comnittee on peace and literature renortad that
unfortunately they had none; the othar was the nreacning of sermons, and two
germons by William G. Hubbard, a Friend from the American Peace Society, were
mentioned presumably addressed to s non-military audience of Friencds., In an
unofficiel capacity some Chicago Friends werc interested in the Chicagzo Peace
Society; Elma Fulghum, a Friend, was secretary of the society for a time.
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The next year signatures were secured to a memorial to be rent to the

Czar of Russia "commending his course on Jdisarmnment and erbitretion." This
was at the time of founding the Hague tribuncl for the settlement of inter-
national ¢ifficulties. Four vears later the committee unertook to co-operate
with a citr organization advocating arbitration for international difficulties;
this seens to have involved nothing but the annual payaent of a small fee. The
annual effort of the comuittce was chiefly to collect two hundred nounde of
reacding matter to be cent to nrisconers, and to distribute tracts to our owm

meeting.

The anxiety of the aeeting for soiritual growth is a long an” veried story.
In 1399, the year after the meeting-house was onened, John L. Kittrell held
two series of meetings there, of throe vwecks cduration each, =ni nine conversions
and four renewals, with six accessions to the mecting ar- recorded. The tone
of this report is of the revival neeting type comiaon at the tinme; it does not
oceur agein in cuite the same accepted way. Robert L. Kelly, then a student
at the University of Chicago, since nrasideat of Farlham College, and now
Secretary of the Council of Church Boarcs of Fducation, was ssked to address
the meeting every other woek, to be naid such sums as Friends might care $o
subscribe. This may indicatc that some Friends did not care to subscribe at
all, or that the membership was in gencral hard nregsed to nay its building
debt.

In Sixth Month of 1900 a snecial meeting was held to discuss a vital
question that never seems to stay answerad: "How may we me“e our o'm church
more effective for good to our membershin end our imnediate neishbors?" It
was guggested that the vhole body of the mesting should erercise hospitality
to strangers and "those we wich to influcnee." #ore attention, they thousht,
should be naic to musie, presumably for the eake of the young peonle; and on
the other hand, younger member: should make an effort to attend all meectings
and teke part in thea. There wes & forling of the need of an "organizer",
so-called, one who woul< naturally "be a nastor, but a shepherd rather then a
nreacher, or as well as a »reacher. There is," ther seid, "dang-r of a nastor

in the modern semse of tane word, rendering our mestines more formel, curteiling
liberty, and repressing the gifts of others.”

The report of the Chicago local mceting of ministry =and oversirht, »witten
by Edward Watson Jones in 1904, is so vrll nut and so ty>icel of the state of
the meeting through the ontir: »oriod of fourtren y.srs vith vhicih we are dealing
that it is here inserted.

"We now heve a totel membership of 237. Of these 50 live in othor statrs
and territories, 8 live in otacr narts of Illinois, 25 live in Chicago suburbs,
and we have no knowledge of thc location of 8 others. This is a totel of 91
non-resident members; 46, whose homes ar- in Chicago, rarely, most of them
never, attend our meeting or render any sunnort to our work. Therofore of our
237 members, but one bundred are in the practice of attending our meetings
regularly and can be considered as really active and useful armberz, FEfforts
have been made to locate and communicate with every member, either in person or
by letter, but we have been unsuceecgsful in many cas~s., Our active members
give many evidences of unrightness of character and loyalty to Christ an? our
Church, All of our meetings are creditably held, the ministry is sound and
adapted to our nceds, and it is anmerent that s»iritual gifts are being
bestowed on some who are recorded as ministers,"
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Taere existed in 1900 a thoroughly live Chriestian Fndeavor Society, of
such size that it was divided into three grades of Jifferent ages. Through
this society the chief channel of experimentation of the meeting came. In
1901 meetings were held by “William Hobson and his wife, of Tngland, for ten
days, and Elbert Russell was esnecially asked to speek at Quarterly Meeting.
Considerably more interest seems to have been rouced by the monthly evening
meetings held under the auspices of the Christian fndeavor to read napers on
historical Quaker characters, and doctrinal subjects ranging from "The
Authenticity and Authority of the Bible" to "Simplieity in Dress snd Address."
The inactive committee on Peace and Litersture gave its annroval to the presenta-
tion here of a paper on Friends' attitude toward war. Meetings were held by
the Christian Endeavor that yesr in which ministers from other denominations
coopérated. Girls from the Deaconess Training School were engaged to visit
the neighborhood and ecpecially encourage attondance at these meetings. During
Eighth Month and Ninth Month of 1901 the Christian ™ndeavor conducted open air
meetings on First Day afternoons in conjunction with the C.E. Society from
the Sixth Presbyterian Church, "with good results", the report states., Meetings
were held again noxt summer at the same plave, 43rd and State Streets, cooper-
ating with another Christian BEndeavor Society. There were two saloons on the
corners, and the neighborhood was not congenial, but the older peonle went along,
to help if necessary, and ucsually an experienced Fhdeavor worker from outside,
came to speak., After thc meeting the audience that had been collected was
invited to go over to the meetinghousc for the evening service.

Meetings to consider the historical and doctrinal aspects of Guakerism
continued occasionally through 1902 and 1903, now under the care of an Historical

Comnittee of the Monthly Meeting.

A model of restraint in exprescion is tho account of six meetings in 1904
"Just prior to the Christmas holidays, held by Frank Martin, a young minister
from Cleveland, Ohio, held in our meetinghouse, which however (the meetings) were
conducted solely as holiness meetings for believers. We paid him no stipulated
amount, and his manner of taking collections nrecluded keeping account of what
was given." It mey be assumed that the young man had received no very warm
invitation end was not asked to come again.

It seemed advisable in 1906 that someone be engaged to make visits that
the nastoral committee could not compess. M.R. Pearson was cngaged for a
months time and paid $32.50 to visit homeg in the neighborhood in behalf of
the meeting. An Ohio evangelist, Minnie Bassett, helc meetings that yeer with-
out notable results.

. This episodic assistance was evidently not considered adecuate. In 1908
the nastoral committee recommended earnestly that provisional subscriptions for
the supnort of a pastor be collected, and this recommendation was accepted by
the meeting. Letters were sent to all the members of the meeting, asking
money for this ourpose. Fear that a hired pastor would do more to deaden than
to cuicken the spiritual 1life of the mecting was still exnressed, but the
vomnittee was able to report presently that 35 favorable replies to the letter
had been received as agsinst 3 opoosing the step. The committee undertook to
explain the general teeling of the meeting to the opnosition, and asked ner-
mission to take up a regular collection in the morning meeting to add to the
$850.00 already pledged to the hypothetical nastor, the money to be used for
the general expenses of the meeting in case no pastor materialized. They had
hopes of thus getting together $1200 to $1500.

- —
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This secms rather a small sum and inceed the committee worked for months
before finding any suitable person at that salary; until they were at last
authorized to look for a student who would give part-time only, rather than to
give up the search altogether., Finally Oliver Frazer, then at Newcastle,
Indiena, agreed to come for 2 year. He was not long out of Earlham College,
but decidedly older than the aversge stucdent, & man of conviction and energy.
The meeting secured a seven-room flat in thc building jurt rcouth of the meeting-
house for a rental of $35.00 a month for Oliver Frazer, his wife and three
children; he was alloved $50.00 a month for living exvences, —ith postage and
carfare extra. The expected monthly total wes $85.00 or $90.00.

The records show that he was placed on various committees and that he
made 250 pastoral calls in the sight months ho remained. At the end of that
time he asked to. be relieved from Chicsgo service to uncdertake evangelistic and
extension work west of thc Mississippi. The meesting reluctantly agreed, and
sent him with a letter of commendation nich the tarterly Meeting failed to
endorse, perhaps on account of his liberalism, which had not altogether pleased

some members of the local mecting.

He left, profouncdly discouraged with the situation as it was, and in an
article written then, gives interesting recommendations as to the best course
for Chicago Friends to take. e advised that Friends deliberately select some
suburban tovmn, where a numbcr of interested femilics might plant themselves
and start a mecting, with the intention of enrolling the whole rapicly growing
community; or that they attempt an institutional church in a crowded city
cuarter; or that they try an assembly room in the Loop, with the necessary
advertising to attract the public. Any of these he considered sufficicntly
unchurched to deserve the care of 'somc cCenomination.

In 1911 at a Fourth Month meeting, the pastoral committee again pursued
its conviction by recommendling that John Nelson be engaged for pastoral work
at §50.00 a month. He had been a miner, converted to the cause of Quakerism,
feeling the call to nreach. He came to Moody Institute to study and was too
Cuakerly in his belief on war enc other convictions of Friends, for the officials
of the Institute to feel they coul? recommend him to the usual student charge
of some church. Friends were particularly attracted to him on account of this
difficulty. He was invited to take charge of the First Dey morning mecting
"on account of rcickness end absence of local ministers." His stipend was
later raised slichtly end he vas recuested to finish the vear out.

The contined need for raising money for pastoral work, and nerhaps the
spirit of the tines, led, in 1911 to the forming of a comnittee on ilen's
Vork, which renorts raising the gross receipts of the me~ting from {232.00,
contribued by 22 subscribers, to 1600.00 contribued by 41, about 20% of the
whole membership., Nine of these wsre non-resident. This advance was, of course,
a matter for real nrice, even considering that the veluc of th- dollar was
beginning to fall. Asice from a p riod of repairing and furnishing the building
in 1908, the emount of money contribued to meeting expenses ha! risen only very
slightly from the amount s»ent in 1898. The commnittce set itself to collect
more than three thousanc the next year, which coubtless could have been well
expended, if it had been nossible to obtain it.

This committee seems to bes much the same body which functioned the vear
before under the title of th~ Laymen's Missionary Movement, a nart of the general
interdenominational movement called by that name; but in this case it asked
not only for contributions for mission work, but also for the exmences of
the Meeting, by that time budgetted.
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It seems likely that this committee profitted &lso by the interest which
in 1908 led to the forming of a Men's Association of Frienss in Chicago, to
promote Cuakerism in the city. It was revorted that 30 men were present at
the first meeting, in a hotel, and that Rufus M. Jones, then editor of the
American Friend, snoke at this meeting. '"hat mectings or activities, if any,
followed this cinner are not recorced.

It is odd what gaps are found in the inform-tion of even such a cereful
record as the ionthly Meeting minutes. The historian is often led to wish that
the clerk had cet down more elsborate accounts of what he doubtless thought
every one knew alreedy. There is, for examole, very little said as to the
growth or nrogress of missionary interest through all these fourteen years.

For any adecuate account of the very conciderable activity that we know must
have gone on through this neriod we muct hunt elsewhere.

On the other hend, the Ledies' Social anc Aid Society reports carefully,
year by year, the garments made, money oxnended, members nresent anc number of
meetings. With an average of sixteen meetings a year, atten”ed by eight or
nine women, and with an expenditure of thirty or forty dollars, they managed
to send well over two hundrel garments a year to various chariteble institutions
or to individual needy cases.

Statistical records of the Bible school have been very carefully kept.
The attendance held at about sixty for the first ten years annarently regard-
less of the total enrollment, which ranged from eighty to more than o hundred.
Beginning with 1910 there was a serious lump in numbers. The average attendance
fell to 45 and the next year to 37. Nine to eleven classes were maintained
and through most of the time there were teschers' mectings almost weckly. The
school not only met its own exnenses, but contributed to state and county
work and to missions. In the early years the library wee £till of real use.
In 1899 an average of 23 books a week were loaned, chiefly to the younger
children; and the librarian bought about twenty new books. The Bible school
suffered in the same way as the meeting from the transient habits of its members.
It was almost impossible to find a teacher who could continue to teach a class
through #n entire year, and the punils were as irregular in attendance.

An interesting line to trace is that of the possible development of new
meetings. In 1902 cottage prayer meetings were held in Englewood with so much
interest that some hoped a permanent meeting would be establiched. Next year,
however, nothing more was heard of it.

A much more encuring movement had srisen a few months earlier on the
Viest side. Eleventh Month, 1901, a regular First Day evening meeting was. re-
ported instituted by seven person, who met at 32 South Leavitt Street. This
wae supolemented the Fifth Month following bv a Christian Encdeavor society with
a membership of ten. The next month the compBny moved into more suitable
rooms at 774 Viest Van Buren Street. Thet month, also, a regular First Day
morning meeting wase begun, and from that time on a week day meeting wars also
commonly held. The meeting justified itec existence vith en rnelysis of its
membership. It was atten’ed by thirtecen meabers of the Inciena Avenue Meeting
who were sai’ to atten” their ovmn meeting irregularly, by eighteen Friends
whose membership was outsicde Chicago, =nc by eight non-Friends. From the first
Chicago Meeting it subtracted only Richar< snl Florcnce Siams, who felt 2
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particuler concern for it, and the occasional services of a minister. Its
average morning attendance was 26, and Christian Endeavor, Bible School, and

evening meetings could count on about 16.

The expenses of its first meeting place were met by those vwho attended.
For the Van Buren Street room, some individuals helped out the little meeting,
and in 1902 the Monthly Meeting undertook to subsidize it to the extent of
eight dollars a month, continued for six years until the first meeting, com-
monly called the South Side Meeting at this time, felt the need of 2ll its
owmn resources for the support of a pastor.

Elders and Overseers were appointed in 1903. The next year the meeting
moved again, to Oakley Avenue near Jackson Boulevard, and two years later to
a room at 138 Western Avenue. In 1907 it was made a Monthly Meeting. It
was arranged in 1908 that one Quarterly YMeeting a year be held there, and an
apportionment of 25% of Quarterly Meeting "stock" assigned to it.

Our lMonthly ileeting records do not show the fact that the meeting later
bought its own building at 4407 Park Avenue.

In 1908 Richard and Florence Simms, who had felt s considerable respon-
sibility for the iiest Side ileeting left the city; their activities had been
considerable and they were missed in both meetings. Other resnonsible members
moved away, and the meeting was left without interested leaders. In 1911 the
meeting was laid down and 28 members transferred to Chicago Monthly Meeting,
again the one meeting of Orthodox Friends in the city. :

Four years before, in 1907, iestern Springs lionthly Meeting had been laid
down and its members, 36 in all, transferred to Chicago Honthly Meeting., Of
these latter, a few still remain on our list of membership, though inactive,

and there are three of the /lest Side members left with us.

From time to time the ordinary records of monthly meeting affairs set
in the usual concise terminology, is interrupted by an affectionate account of
the 1life of some valued member who could ill be spared from the little company.
These memorials we may briefly consider again here.

Laura Smith Haviland, 1308-1878, was a woman of wide nhilanthropic in-
terests. OShe had been an anti-slavery agitator and in Civil wer time, a nurse;
and later she worked for the relief of frecdmen and the poor white peonle of
the South. From these activities she went on to the assistance of nrisoners
and other sufferers, and was a public advocate of temperance. "ith her hushand,
she founded Raisin Institute, a Michigan School.

Acuila H. Pickering, 1320-1899, came to Chicago 1n 1365 and was active
in the early organization of the me ting and in securing a meetinghouse. He
was one of the founders of the town of ‘hittier in Southern California. The
death of his wife, Hannah, is also written down in the records in 1912,

Another orgenizer of the lonthly ifeeting was William Bettles, a truly
congervative Friend, who diec in the szme year as @cuila.Pickering. He had
been treasurer of the Montnly lecting aand an Overseer, and had an active concern
for the distribution of improving tracts.
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Fowell Buxton Hill, 1836-1907, wae another pionecr, Born in North, Caro-
lina, and meking his wey to ilinneapolis as @ young man, hc came in 1864 to
Chicago. He was highly successful in business an? on eic to the meeting in

its financial affairs; and he was also an clcder of increzsing spiritual in- (45"
sight. ” chq.invnﬁa
o (KT W i Yprunge MM wae /
_Willian Vickersham, cying in 1903, wes a member¥of shose public services
- the meeting was proud. He had served for thirty-five years ag cecretary of
. the Chicago Public library. 2

; No more viwid personality was lost to the meeting than that of Rhoda il.
' Coffin, 1826-1909. Her interests followed those of her husband, Charles F.
Coffin, but could not be said to be subordinatecd to them. In heor owm right she

was minister and devoted social worker.
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HISTORY OF THE CHICAGO

JAEETING OF ORTHODOX FRIENDS

Compiled from the

(Volume 4) ionthly Meeting iiinutes,
First Month 15th, 1913, to Eichth Month 17th, 1921.

The Monthly Meeting clerks who carried the responsibility of
writing the minutes of Volume 4 were:

Martha H. Griffith
Charles C, Hubbard
David S. Tatum
Grace H. %inslow
Willard H. Farr

If the tone of Volume 3 of the ifonthly Meeting minutes is somevhat
set by the fact that a new meectinghousc had been creeted and occunied
about the time that volume was first onened, even more the tone of Volume 4
is determine by & hapnening recorded on the first nage in the minutes
of First Month, 1713,

It iz there stated that Herman Newman exnected to be active in pnactor-
al work, but-—-and the distinction wes imnortant in his owm mind -~ he
intended to act, not &s a nastor, but as & nastoral secretary. In other
words, he intended to act as the agent, rather thian as the overseer of the
meeting. He had been editor of the American Friend, following Rufus H.
Jones, until the removal of the oaper to Inciana, under S, Edger Nicholson;
before that tine he had stulied at Penn college, Friencds University, Haver-
ford Bollege and the University of Fennsylvania.

His first recuest noted was for the names of chafrmen of all standing
committees; he presented also a letter from Hollingsworth Viood regarding a
proposed vigit of young Bastern Friends to tae i'est, symptomatic of the
developing community of interest among younger Friends. By the time the
Yearly reports were mace in Seventh Month the pastoral committee could say
that the new pastoral secretary had attended most of the meetings, made
many visits, written many letters and instituted a Round Teble. The average
attendance at morning meetings showed zn increase. Mary Chapnell, from the
Mooy Institute, hac assisted in the visiting for a consideration of
carfare and lunch,

If attendence had increased, the membership was sharply cut. In 1912
the membershin was 198; included those vhose membership hac been transferred

m Western Springs and the hest Side decting, The next year, by weeding out
those who hed joined other churches or were not interested in the meeting,
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the number was cut to 171. By 1915 it had been lowered to 149.
Investigation of eesch case was caraful an? thercfore, clow. Agein the
nunber of members began to climb, end two vears later it had reached 186.

The Round Table ciscuseion: which Herman Newman had been interested in
establishing were continued for sbout six years. The group met on the
second, fourth and sometines firth Fourth Day evenings of the month; the
other Fourth Day evenings werec ta%en by the Monthly !leeting snd the Bible
School Comuittee, until the letter cecased meeting, when the Round Table
took over its evening, too.

Much of the credit for Qrvmng interest in the meeting, esnecially
in the neighborhood, must be given to the heartv assistance of Roy H.
¥Wollem, a student in McCormick Theologicel Seninery, & former Earlham
student and one of a family of Friends' ministers. Through the winter of
1913-14 he ancd Herman Newman made more then 200 calls, largely in the
neighborhood, with benefit particularly to the Bible School and the
Christian Fndeavor. In Firth Month, 1715, he was asked again to ascist, this
time to give his First Days anc two other Aays & week to the mecting, at
fifty dollars a month. He carried out this schecdule for cight monthe with
excellent resulte, moving at last to take charge of the mecting at
Spiceland, Indiana.

Rosa E, Lee, a returned wlcsioncry from Palestine studying at the
University of Chicago, undertook pastoral vieiting through the winter of
1916-17.

She was succeeded in the fall of 1919, when she returned to Palestine,
by Wencell Farr, a graduate of Pennsylvania College anc a former missionary
in Jamaica, then stucdent at McCormick Theologicel Scminary. His cons-—
cientious services were rewarcded by & stinend of thirty dollars a month and
expenses. In the spring he was offered a thousend dollars a year for the
use of all of his vacation time anc part of his time during the school, and
he agreed to assume the Aduties of pastoral secretary as well as visitor,

. thus relieving Herman Newman who hal cerried the responsibility since the
first of 1913. The arrangement with "encell Farr was so satisfactory to the
meeting that it was continued throush the next year, which he spent at
Garrett Institute. He left then to teach in Wilmington College.

‘ In 1921 Olive Coffin took up pastorel work, iost of her time was
devoted to visiting, and she made the very consicerable number of 760 calls.
She was a tactful and welcome wisitor.

During these eight years several informal meetings and clasces rose,
- and either fell or were continued. Vithout much integral relation with the
- Monthly iMleeting. 1In Eighth Month, 1913, Ruthanna Simms expressed a concern
- for a student Friends' Society at the University of Chicago. A committee of
. Ruthanna Simms, Herman Newman, an¢ Dr. B.F. Andrews was aonointed to cooperate
with such a meeting, but there is no further comnent on thc situation until
1921, vhen it is noted that regular monthly discussions are held at University
- Friends' homes, as lMonthly Mectings have been moct of the time rince then. It
is likely that there were only occasional nectinge in the nine vears!
intervael.
E
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In 191 we cre told that four Quaker cvenings have been held on the
North Shore and two in Oak Park. Again the threac is lost until 1320,
. yhen weckly meetings ot the home of North Shore Frien”s through the past
. winter are reported. Probably less frecuent mectings hac been held in the

interval.

Christian P eavor rose in 1916 to the largest membershipn it ever
had, with many activitics. Its members conducted Monthly Meetings in the
Dan Beatty Mission; helc a mirsion studv class, distributed flowers and
reading matter in Cook County Hospital anc gave money to various charities.
Permission wes esked to change the meetings in suwaer from First Day
evenings to a time just preceding the regulsr Fourth Day micweek meeting.
This gives an indication that the C.E. members were mature enough to have
become intercsted in a2 less specialized tyne of religious meeting. In
1917, the next year, the membership cdropned to 27. Next year the dis-
couraging revort was that the society was losing becauce it had faile’ to
attract into itself the younger unmarried neconle. The members who had made
it a success in the past ha? less time for it now, and there were none to
succeed them. The socisl hour, when the members had been accustomed to
coming in. for a little Suniay evening supper, was rcnorted <ropned, and the
prayer meeting was noorly attended. There is no further record of the
Christian Endeavor Society in the books.

In the winter of 1921 the experiment wes made of holling the mid-week
meeting Jowntown, combining a study class with the me-ting except on
Monthly ileeting night. It was consir'ere’ that the Loop was a more central
point for our scattered memberchin cnc more easily reached by business men;
but the experiement wes not sufficiently successful to continue after that
winter.

A better avesrage atten‘ance at morning meetin:s than for years wes
renorte’ in 1921, Part of this increace may legitiately be attributed
to the institution of Suburban Day, when the widely scattered members
were particularly invite! to come together et First Day morning meetings.
There was usually some specially invited speaker anc special music, followed
by dinner in the parlors on the first floor, and in the afternoon a
meeting centering arounc some topic suiteble for Jdiscussion., It must aleo
be consi‘ered that the membershin was develoning anew a sense of indivi‘ual
responsibility.

Renorts of the Foreign Missionary Society begin to annear in the
minutes. In 1914 $34%5 was sent to missions. In 1921 the Vomen's Foreign
. Missionary Society, as well as the meeting at large, renorted a consicerable
. gein in membership. Altogeth-r the Society collecte and gave §724.00 that
year, Some of the spnecial objects of its benevolence were the China Femine
fun®, Near Fast relief, Vinona iissions Home, and Rosa E. Lee's school in
Palestine,

The evolution of the work of the Committee on Peace an? Litersture
through these year: is of some imdortence. In Sixth Month, 1714, the
. Committee submitte” a renort, evi ently well-consicered, to the effect
~ that in their judgment a war between this country and Mexico had been
averte:, with the cssistence of the American Prece Society, with vhich

.
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the local committee was affiliated, and similar agencies. They adc that
they believe the Balkan wers have had a sobering effect on militarists,
anc nations are more inclinec to arbitrate their “ifferences.

In Eighth Month of that yesr the greazt 'ar broke out in Furope.

It is a year later thet we fin? the Monthly Meeting feeling that some-
thing definite should be ‘one to promulgate Friends! octrines of peace
an¢ arbitration; this concern was referre” to the committee on Bible School
anc ecucation, end this comnittce was requested to function as the Peace
Committee for the following year. Three Collars was allotted to the chairman
of the committee, Futhanna Simms, to spen? for pamnhlets on peace for

distribution.

The growing imminence of the war apnears in the a’ontion by the
meeting of the supgestion by fenry Cadbury of Haverford, that o petition
be sent to Congress oprosing incresses in the army ancd navy. In Fifth
Month, 1916, a communication on pcace and war from Phila‘elnhia Yearly
ligeting is acknowledged.

Aside from these activities mentioned, the Peace Committee stated
in its annual report that frecuent sermons hed been preached on peace at
our own mecting, on? onc meeting hel” at a Presbyterian Church to explain
the views of Friends; that a number of in: ivicual letters had been sent to
Senators and representatives; and that the relief vork of English Friends
in ¥rance ha® been presented to .the meeting end some small contributions
mace to it.

Thig last note is narticulsrly significent. Probebly the contributions
went to the Friencs' ambulance unit, rother than the civilian relief, which
had not yet growvn to large proportions; in sny case this was the idea
on which the American Yriends' Service Comnittee work wes to be founced.

In Twelfth donth of 1916 Frien’s of both branches held a mecting in
our meetinchouse to protest agninst the increasing persecution of conscien-
tious objectors, ond against the movement to reocuire military training in
our schools. Resolutions were sent to various reenonsible bodies and
to the newspapers. Our own committee Ceciced to buy a set of posters,
celled "iar against War", to be used in arresting thc groving militury
sentiment.

Thir¢ Month, 1917, the mecting felt that the clerk of the Permanent
Board of Yestecrn Yearly ileeting should call the boar® together and
prenzre a memorial on the attitu’e our country should take toward war,
the memorial to be presente? to Conpress at its opening. There is no evidence
ghat such a step was t:ken by the Boarc., The country nasse” soon from a
passive to an active state of war, The first acknowledgment of this found
in the minutes is the offer in Fifth Month of thc backyar? of the meetinghouse
to the Garcen Bureau of the city; it was soon snaec up and nlanted. '
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f In the same month is reported the formation of the Cuaker ‘iar Service
for civilian relief, from both brenches of Friends in tic city, an? their

E hasty nlans were outlined, somc of vhich were carried out, =n’ some were

| not., The bitter opnosition between the two branches thet unfortun~tely

E distinguishes many places hsd never existed in Chicago, an® conscouently

. both Hicksite and Orthodox Friends were sble to vork together without friction

. on this common task almost from the beginning. Lectures were given that

' summer in th meetinghousc by ecxperts on first-aid an” kin'red subjects

.~ to a class of forty-two. One hundrcd Jollars was sent to thc American
Frienis' Service Committee in Philacelnhia an’ five cdollars to thc Amn~rican
Liberty Defensc League, vhich was meking & brave effort to maintain as meny
civilian liberties as possible through the military regime, with particular
interest in the rights of conscientious objectors.

The Ladies Social and Aid Soceity, vhich hac hitherto continu-d on its
. oulet way, sewing and collecting garments for certain local charities, now
| undertook to make garments for the destitute in France in a77ition to main-
. taining as far as possible their former work. In the winter of 1917 they
were able to sen” eight hun‘'red garments to France. Thirty-five Jollars to
be used for buying materials was given to thé Societv by the Monthly #ecting.
The next winter even morc clothing was forwarded, value? at about a thousand
dollars.

The strain of 1918 wes consilerablz. Tho meoting was not altogeth-r a
unit in opposing war. The members of onc family, long useful end highly
valued, resigncd their offices in tho meeting end ceased to attend. 1In
order to avoid the chsrge of sheltering non-conscicntious cowarcs the
meeting felt obligcd to receive young men as members only with their written
promise that thoy woul! not usc thoir membershin to change their status in
the “raft; this was at the time whm it was still suonose? that religious
objectors to war were coxempt from military service under the nrovisions of
the draft act.

Interest in Friends!' reliaf work an~ courage to keep up the non-
military nosition were stimulete” by a serics of monthly evening mcetings,
addressec. by cxcellent sneakers, such as Jene Addams. A statement was sent
to the Senate and thc Housc of henrecentatives, advocating wartime nrohibition
in the interests of conserving foo :n- fucl. Nearly thirteen hundred
follars was given to rclief work in the cohurse of thec year, collectoC by
both branches of the cooncrating committee.

In 1919 this amoung was increase! to more than sixteen hundred; in
1920 to eighteen hun'rec?, The committee spent nsuch time in vorking with
Jane Ad’ams in an offort, never wholly successful, to organize Chicago for
Central-European relief, with particular effort to secure tho cooperation
of the German socicties of the city. The war was over, but th: sors feeling
remainec; the Germen-Americans Ci” not trust Americans cven vhen they
were trying to feed German an’ Austrian chilcren. Cearolena tlood, L.
Hollingsworth Yood, Yilliam Harvey, an’' Howard Brinton c-me from the East
to help at Jifferent times, reoresenting the central Friends Service Comaittee.

|
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David Tatum left Chicago to go into Service work in 1918, Most of
his time was spent in France. In 1920 Herman Newman was askedl to help
superintend chilcd feeding in Germany for the winter. The areca supervised
by him was Silesia. After his return in the late sumner he gave his spare
tine to speaking on the vork. It was alrea'y evident that the feeding of
children and sick persons shoul. continue through another wintecr. That
year the comaittee reporte’ that nine thousand dollars ha been collected
in the city, largely outsi’e of Friends.

Letters were written to congrossmen that year urging reduction of out
armament as enother step back to civilian basis.

The war worked a great change in the ncighborhood of the meetinghousec.
From an excellent resi?ent Jdistrict it he” alreatly change? to a
shabby though still respectable locality. In wartime, as the Jraft gralually
thinne? the supnly of workers normelly in city industries, their nlaces
became fille! by southsrn Negroes, coming upn into the city in an increasing
stream. Meny of them workec in the stockyercs and their tendency wes to
find housing along the street-cer lines leading there on 47th and 43rd
Streets. Consequently, the houses ancd apartments close to the meetinghouse
were ranilly t=ken by Negroes, who were willing to crow’ together and thus
nay a highcr rent for the same snace than the former white resi ents would
pay. Furthermore, since they foun” it “ifficult to get lodgings at all,
they were willing to accent unkempt an cven unsanitary con itions.

In 1919, vhen this migration was becoming esteblished, the meeting wes
approache’ by ¢ recal estate Jealer, asking if the houses were for srle;
since he hac & client, presumably acting for a Negro congregation, who
was intereste’. The me<ting “ecided then to sell if a reasonable offer
were mace.

In Seventh Month of that year a communication was received from the
Chicago ileeting of Hicksite Friends, then hol ing their meeting in & room
on Michigan Avenue, well ‘own town, asking that we appoint a committee to
confer with them on the nossibility of hol”ing joint morning services. A
report from the committee apnointed at this suggestion does not appear until
1920. A pleasant conference had been held at which it was Jeci e that
it woul’ be better to wait until either meeting moved from the location
it then occunied, before concicdering joinimg forces.

In 1920 the officizls of the Five Years meeting, hopeful of raising
consicerable sums of monev in the prosmecrity still following the war, asked
informally through a formcr meaber, Ruthsnna Simms, if the Chicago Mecting
could usge some of the nrospective funds to advantage. The committee ap-
nointe? to consicer thc matter rose to the occasion. It was their belief
that the meeting could use to great a’vantoge not less thean ecight thousand
dollars of which thc local meeting might hone to raise three thousan® from
its own memberchin. This sum wac to be used acdvisably in fin'ing a “irector
of Frien<s' work, who voul’ need two assistants; in maintaining an office
in the Loop an” in consolicating North Shore Friende in the hope of starting
a meeting there, in ad ition to upbuiliing the Original Chicrgo Meeting.

.
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. The response of the Five Years Mecting to the Chicapo Mecting's nro-
= posal it not foun® in this book. A response come, thoush not of such large
e nronortione es ha  been honet for. The finonces of the necting for 1271

- showed a Jecife? gain, though the amount collectad 71 not reach the three
5 thousonc thoe comnittee ha thought noseiblae. Hovever, the twenty-four
hun're? acturlly receive) wss ¢ gain of seven huns re! over tne previous

year.

Evidently no attractive offer hs’ been mace for the wectinghoure
before 1921, when $25,000.00 was reported to be offere’. A committee was
apnointe’ to investigate the possibilitiecs of other nropertiec to which the
meeting might move in case the house were sol.. It was their belief thet
a satisfactory temnorary location coull be found ingi'e of ninety “ays, but
the trisl was not ma’e. The situstion of uncertainty was to continue for
several years.

In closing this chapter let us turn to the roll of those members vho
rested from their labors.

The first Jeath recor’ed in a menorial is that of the elder David

Tetum, dying in 1912 at the age of eighty-eight. He had lived in helf a
Jozen of the most Cuakerly states, an ha? visite¢ many of the others, as
well as Burope, "in the love of the Gorpel", as the ol phrase hes it; and
in the interests of temnerance, for vhich he vas a mighty contender. For
e long tine he was & member of the Chicago ileeting, though apnarently
usually travelling elsewhero, 'He wrote fzithfully to the sonthly Meeting

- of the progrese an?! success of his ministry, and nmeny of the letters are
sprea” in full on the minutes. The efforts of the meeting as en orgenization
in behalf of temperance seea to have been usually only nominal; but in
himself David Tatum woul” have nut th~ efforts of several ordinary committees
to shame; in the South, cspnceially, the results of his efforts were
substantial. He travelled lightly, without any particular cire for money.
If his small supnly gave out, he coull go on foot to the next place for which
he felt a concern; an’ on ¢ there through a gift of spiritual symnathy vhich
he posssssel an’ Jevelone? to a renerkable degree, he coul’ usually find
someone willing to supply his few nee’e. He was a character not easily
forgotten.

Charles F. Coffin, born in 1323 an< “ying in 1916 at the age of ninety-
three, hat been an extraoriinerily gifted, useful an' “evoted Friend, He
was peculiarly fitte’ for executive worik; for twmty-nine years he hac
acted as clerk of Inciana Yearly idlceting, after an apprenticaship at similer,
though less important positions, acsumed when he wes very young for such
oy responsibility. His nhilanthronic intercsts, share? by his wife, Rhoca M.

: Coffin, werc wiCe and practiezl. It was largely through their cfforts thot
In“iana in their Auy was one of th: most a vonced stetes in the treztment

of prisoners and the insane. He come to Chicago in 1884, an” though ho never
essumeC here any position of :uthority, he grew to be greatly love” by the
meeting. At his cdeath the mecting requeste? from the fomily the kinAly
photograph, which, with thot of his =ife, emilec 2t the childr-n from the
wolls of the Bible school room.
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